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GREAT BIKE HIKE 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [2.12 pm]: On 19 August 
this year I was privileged to cycle the short distance from Ashfield Reserve to Steel Blue Oval in Bassendean to 
officially launch an event called the Great Bike Hike. This event was organised by the Fairholme Disability 
Support Group of which Hon Donna Faragher is a patron. There was quite a crowd of supporters, families and 
well-wishers present to farewell this small group of enthusiastic and committed cyclists. Ten cyclists, some with 
disabilities, took part in this adventure. The cyclists were a mixture of experienced and elite cyclists as well as 
people who were relatively new to cycling, especially over such a long distance. They were supported by a 
dedicated crew and the event was facilitated by other supporters and sponsors. The Great Bike Hike concluded in 
Broome on 15 September 2012 after covering a distance of 2 459 kilometres in 28 days.  

The Great Bike Hike was undertaken in the spirit of “Count Me In—Disability Future Directions”, Western 
Australia’s long-term strategy for disability, which was launched by Premier Colin Barnett in 2009. Count Me In 
is about creating communities that welcome people with disability and provide them with opportunities to 
participate and contribute to all aspects of life. Count Me In is about valuing people with disability as fellow 
citizens and friends.  

The riders and support crew of the Great Bike Hike were able to spread these messages of inclusion and 
participation for people with disability and mental illness as they cycled their way north. They stopped in the 
towns of New Norcia, Moora, Coorow, Three Springs, Dongara, Geraldton, Northampton, Carnarvon, Karratha 
and Port Hedland. Local governments, not-for-profit community organisations, schools and Disability Services 
Commission local area coordinators worked with the Bike Hike organisers to develop expo and celebration 
events as the cyclists arrived in each town. The cyclists carried a baton parchment on their journey so that local 
representatives could inscribe the details of all the projects, initiatives and achievements associated with people 
with disability in their community. This is a record of some of the great inclusion work being done in 
metropolitan and rural Western Australia. The parchment has now been converted into a visual diary and a DVD, 
which will be on display when I meet with and congratulate the cyclists, their support crew and other supporters 
in the dinner break today.  

Through donations, the Great Bike Hike raised $78 673, which will be used to fund more great projects to assist 
people with disability. I encourage members to visit the website to read more about this fantastic event; just type 
in “Fairholme Disability Support Group” or “Great Bike Hike”. Members are welcome to call in and join me in 
congratulating the Great Bike Hike team this evening in the Aboriginal People’s Gallery during the dinner break.  
 


	GREAT BIKE HIKE
	Statement by Minister for Disability Services


